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1. Introduction 

1.1 Project background 

The City of Parramatta Council (CoP) are proposing major upgrades to Sturt and Acacia Park, located in 

the suburb of Telopea, NSW. The upgrade of both parks has been prompted by the identification of the 

suburb of Telopea as a priority growth area for urban renewal by Council, with both Sturt and Acacia 

Parks being the most significant open spaces in the precinct. Proposed upgrades include the installation 

of site amenities, recreational facilities, sports fields and landscape grading to make both parks more 

accessible. 

Council engaged Eco Logical Australia Pty Ltd (ELA) to undertake an Aboriginal Heritage Due Diligence 

Assessment of Sturt Park and Acacia Park (hereafter referred to as ‘the study areas’; Figure 2; Figure 3) 

to identify if Aboriginal objects are likely to be located within the area of the proposed works and, if so, 

whether the proposed works have the potential to harm those objects. 

This assessment outlines the findings of the Aboriginal Heritage Due Diligence Assessment of the study 

area, in accordance with the Due Diligence Code of Practice for the protection of Aboriginal Objects in 

New South Wales (Department of Environment Climate Change & Water 2010a). 

1.2 Assessment process 

The methodology of this archaeological due diligence assessment includes: 

• Undertake a search of the Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System (AHIMS) 

register maintained by Heritage NSW, Department of Premier and Cabinet (Heritage NSW) to 

establish if there are any previously recorded Aboriginal objects or places within the study area; 

• Undertake a search of the NSW State Heritage Inventory, the Australian Heritage Database, and 

the Parramatta Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 2011 Schedule 5 (Environmental Heritage) in 

order to determine if there are any sites of archaeological significance or sensitivity located 

within the study area; 

• Undertake a desktop review of relevant previous archaeological assessments to understand the 

local archaeological context and assist in predicting the likely occurrence of unrecorded 

archaeological sites or objects; 

• Undertake a site inspection to identify any Aboriginal sites and areas of sensitive landforms, and 

• Prepare an archaeological due diligence assessment determining if known objects or additional 

unrecorded objects are present within the study area, as well as indicate whether further 

assessment and/or an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) is required. 

 

The due diligence process involves “taking reasonable and practical measures to determine whether 

your actions will harm an Aboriginal object and, if so, what measures can be taken to avoid that harm” 

(DECCW 2010a:4). 

If harm cannot be avoided an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) application will be required (see 

Section 4) which is supported by an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment (ACHA).  
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1.3 Proposed works 

Acacia Park is a 1.5-hectare local park that is currently underutilised as it contains minimal facilities other 

than an existing playground that requires upgrade. It is currently surrounded by low-density residential 

dwellings and sits atop a ridgeline, with sweeping views west and stands of mature trees that offer 

excellent opportunities for picnicking and other passive recreational activities. The park requires an 

improved network that better meets the needs of the current and future community. It also has a 

registered Aboriginal heritage site and is listed as a local archaeological heritage item associated with 

Kishnaghur House (c. 1836), which provides opportunities for interpretation. 

• Proposed access pathway connections from Evans Road to park and boundary fencing with park 

signage to Evans Road; 

• Remove existing play space and upgrade in generally the same location including irrigated 

garden beds; 

• 280m long main concrete circuit pathway with native tree planting, seating and lighting; 

• Retain and protect existing trees on site and proposed tree-planted forest grove with crushed 

sandstone informal discovery pathways; 

• Proposed amenities building and irrigation control system; 

• Furniture installations including shelters and picnic settings, bins, drinking stations and seating; 

• Proposed DDA compliant accessible 3.3m viewing mound providing uninterrupted views of 

Parramatta CBD skyline, seating, accessible concrete ramps, irrigated garden beds children’s 

block rock-climb; 

• Regraded lawn area south of new mound to provide flat, turfed open space for informal play; 

• Mulch under existing trees and remove all deadwood. Crown raise canopies to minimum 3.0m 

to improve visual surveillance, safety and park identity. 

Sturt Park is a 3-hectare well-used centrally located public open space on Sturt Street, between Telopea 

Public School and The Ponds Creek. It is currently surrounded by medium and low-density residential 

dwellings, with existing facilities such as amenities requiring upgrade and relocation, as well as improved 

entry points and internal pathway network. The Ponds Creek traverses the southern portion of the park 

and contains a registered Aboriginal heritage site and Blue Gum High Forest Critically Endangered 

Ecological Community within the riparian corridor. Works include; 

• Park frontage and entry signage upgrades to improve passive surveillance into the park and 

provide improved park identity; 

• New amphitheatre terracing with informal hardstand space (stage)  

• Expansion of existing skate park facility; 

• Recreational pedestrian circuit pathway with sheltered rest stops, lighting; 

• Turfed open space for informal play; 

• New playground for young children and new playground for older children; 

• Communal family picnic settings, BBQ and shelters dispersed throughout park; 

• Demolition of existing amenities building and construction of a new amenities building; 

• Extension of existing basketball court and transformation into new multi-use facility; 

• Formalisation of ‘The Ponds Walk’ trail including bush regeneration along Ponds Creek; 

• Retention of existing mature significant trees and new tree planting, feature trees, low-lying 

shrubs and groundcovers. 
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Figure 1: Location of Sturt and Acacia Parks showing areas of proposed work



Sturt and Acacia Park, Telopea Upgrades – Aboriginal Heritage Due Diligence Assessment | City of Parramatta Council 

© ECO LOGICAL AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 1 

 

Figure 2: Acacia Park – Proposed upgrade footprint and 5 m impact buffer. The registered site is in the top right corner 

 



Sturt and Acacia Park, Telopea Upgrades – Aboriginal Heritage Due Diligence Assessment | City of Parramatta Council 

© ECO LOGICAL AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 2 

 

Figure 3: Sturt Park – location, proposed upgrade footprint and recorded Aboriginal site 
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2. Basis for cultural heritage management 

Places of cultural significance enrich people’s lives, often providing a deep and inspirational sense 

of connection to community and landscape, to the past, and to lived experiences … they are 

irreplaceable and precious (Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter 2013:1). 

Traditionally, heritage and archaeological assessments have focused on the significance of the tangible 

elements of cultural heritage (Brown 2008). Items such as structures and archaeological artefacts have 

been considered predominantly in terms of their scientific/research potential and representativeness 

(New South Wales Heritage Office 2015:20-24). By focusing on the scientific qualities of heritage, many 

of the intangible qualities of heritage were not considered. This is especially crucial when participating 

in the management and protection of Aboriginal cultural heritage. By nature, Aboriginal cultural heritage 

is multi-faceted: it consists not only of tangible structures and objects of value for scientific 

investigations, but also of a deeply complex array of intangible expressions, such as stories, memories, 

and traditions. Many of the rights and interests of Aboriginal communities in their own heritage is 

formed on the basis of this intangibility. It stems from their spirituality, customary law, original 

ownership, and continuing custodianship (Australian Heritage Commission 2002:5). These intangible 

expressions often share a strong link with the landscape. Byrne et al. (2003:3) describes this connection 

in the form of a map, where individuals: 

Carry around in [their] heads a map of the landscape which has all these places and their meanings 

detailed on it. When we walk through our landscapes the sight of a place will often trigger the 

memories and the feelings [that] go with them … it is the landscape talking to us. 

Crucially, those who are not connected to the landscape in question will not be able to discern these 

intangible meanings embedded in the landscape; they can only come to recognise the significance by 

consulting with local knowledge holders (Byrne et al. 2003:3). And, even so, they may vary between 

individuals, reflecting unique experiences. 

By recognising the rights and interests of Aboriginal knowledge holders and community members in 

their cultural heritage, all parties involved in the identification, conservation, and management of this 

cultural heritage must acknowledge that Aboriginal people (Australian Heritage Commission 2002:6): 

• Are the primary source of information on the value of their heritage and how this is best 

conserved; 

• Must have an active role in any heritage planning processes; 

• Must have input into primary decision-making in relation to their heritage so that they can 

continue to fulfil their obligations towards this heritage; and 

• Must control the intellectual property and other information relating specifically to their 

heritage, as this may be an integral aspect of its heritage value. 

As such, cultural heritage sites and objects are fundamental elements of Aboriginal peoples’ identities, 

connections, and belonging to their communities. The careful protection and management of this 

heritage is essential for the preservation of connection between past, present, and future.  
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3. Assessment Process 

3.1 Identify if the proposed activity will disturb the ground surface 

An archaeologically sensitive landscape is an area that has the potential for archaeological material to 

be present within it. According to the Due Diligence Code of Practice (DECCW 2010a), archaeologically 

sensitive landscapes can include areas: 

• Within 200m of waters; 

• Located within a sand dune system; 

• Located on a ridge top, ridge line, headland; 

• Located within 200m below or above a cliff face; 

• Within 20m of or in a cave, rock shelter, or a cave mouth; and 

• Is on land that is not disturbed land. 

The Due Diligence Code of Practice (DECCW 2010a:18) defines disturbed land as areas that have any 

land that:  

“Has been the subject of a human activity that has changed the land’s surface, being changes 

that remain clear and observable. Examples include ploughing, construction of rural 

infrastructure (such as dams and fences), construction of roads, trails and tracks (including fire 

trails and tracks and walking tracks), clearing vegetation, construction of buildings and the 

erection of other structures, construction or installation of utilities and other similar services 

(such as above or below ground electrical infrastructure, water or sewerage pipelines, 

stormwater drainage and other similar infrastructure) and construction of earthworks.”  

The proposed works will require ground impacts to install park amenities, recreational facilities, 

pathways and landscaping. Therefore, the due diligence process moves to the next stage. 

3.2 Database searches and known information sources 

3.2.1 AHIMS search 

The AHIMS database is maintained by Heritage NSW and regulated under Section 90Q of the National 

Parks and Wildlife Act 1974. AHIMS holds information and records regarding the registered Aboriginal 

archaeological sites (Aboriginal objects, as defined under the Act) and declared Aboriginal places that 

exist in NSW. 

An extensive search of the AHIMS database was conducted on 03 June 2020 (Search ID 510511) to 

identify if any registered Aboriginal sites are present within, or adjacent to, the study area (Appendix 

A). The AHIMS database search was conducted within the following parameters: 

Table 1: Search Parameters for the AHIMS database search  

Search Parameters  

Datum GDA94, Zone 56 

Eastings 314886 - 323507 

Northings 6252383 - 6263076 
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The AHIMS search result showed: 

Table 2: Search results for the AHIMS database search 

Search Results 

Aboriginal sites recorded  120 

Aboriginal places declared  0 

 

The search area measures 11 km x 9 km to provide context for the sites in the study area. Of the 120 

sites identified within the search area, one site has since been deleted, 10 are listed as having been 

destroyed / partially destroyed and six sites have been relisted as being ‘Not a Site’. 

Two Aboriginal sites have previously been recorded within the study areas, one located within Acacia 

Park (AHIMS ID 45-6-2407) and one within Sturt Park (AHIMS ID 45-6-2569). Both sites were identified 

as being situated within a heavily disturbed context. 

Acacia Park - AHIMS ID 45-6-2407, the site is located on the corner of Evans Road and Lord Avenue and 

consists of two stone artefacts. The site was first recorded in 1992 by an amateur archaeologist and was 

described as being in a disturbed context, one silcrete flake and mudstone flake were identified along 

with European rubbish. A site relocation survey was undertaken by Paul Irish and Mary Dallas in 2001 

during an Aboriginal Heritage study for Parramatta Council; the site was described as highly disturbed 

with thin remnant soil capping the park and several silcrete flaked pieces were found. Soils are likely to 

have been brought into the park for landscaping and therefore the artefacts may not be in situ. In 

addition, the current concrete path on Evans Street was not constructed until after the initial recording 

of the site suggesting further disturbance to the north eastern corner of the park. Urbis undertook a site 

visit in 2017 and did not locate the site, noting the corner of Lord Avenue and Evans Road was highly 

disturbed.  

Based on GIS mapping, site 45-6-2407 is located on the opposite side of the road from Acacia Park on 

Evans Road. The site card says it is located on the corner of Lord Avenue and Evans Road eroding out of 

an unmade foot path to the bus stop. It is possible the current footpath has destroyed the site.    

Sturt Street - AHIMS ID 45-6-2569, the site is located in the reserve on the south western side of Sturt 

Street and consists of a small artefact scatter. The site was first recorded in 1997 by an amateur 

archaeologist and was described as being disturbed and partially destroyed by a playground and park 

development. A site relocation survey was undertaken by Paul Irish and Mary Dallas in 2001 for an 

Aboriginal Heritage study for Parramatta Council; the site was described as highly disturbed by foot 

traffic and creek bank erosion. No artefacts were found and there was low visibility due to landscaping 

and grass and no in situ deposits were expected. Urbis undertook a site visit in 2017 and did not locate 

the site noting the recorded location and riparian corridor was highly disturbed.  

Based on GIS mapping, AHIMS ID 45-6-2569 is also likely to be located incorrectly. The site card states 

that it is between a children’s playground and Ponds Creek, 2m from the creek on the northern side. 

There is no longer a playground in this location and modification of the creek line has been undertaken 

since the site was recorded. It is likely the site has been destroyed.  



Sturt and Acacia Park, Telopea Upgrades – Aboriginal Heritage Due Diligence Assessment | City of Parramatta Council 

© ECO LOGICAL AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 4 

The distribution of recorded Aboriginal sites within the search area is shown in Figure 4 and Figure 5. 

The frequencies of site types and contexts recorded within the AHIMS database search area are listed 

in Table 3 below. 

Table 3: Frequencies of site types and contexts 

Site Status Site Features Number Percentage 

Valid Artefact 36 30 

 Artefact Scatter 3 2.5 

 Artefact; PAD 8 6.65 

 Grinding Groove 1 0.84 

 Midden 2 1.66 

 Midden; Artefact Scatter 1 0.84 

 Modified Tree 1 0.84 

 Not a Site 6 5 

 Potential Archaeological Deposit (PAD) 29 24.16 

 Shelter with Art 3 2.5 

 Shelter with Art; Shelter with Deposit 4 3.33 

 Shelter with Deposit 15 12.5 

Deleted Artefact 1 0.84 

Destroyed PAD 9 7.5 

 Artefact; PAD 1 0.84 

 Total 120 100% 

3.2.2 Local, state and national heritage registers 

Searches of the Australian Heritage Database, the State Heritage Register (SHR) and the Parramatta LEP 

2011 utilising the terms “Telopea, NSW“ were conducted on 24 June 2020 in order to determine if any 

places of archaeological significance are located within the study area. 

No Aboriginal archaeological sites were recorded on these databases within the study area. The Acacia 

Park study area is listed as an historical archaeological site on the Parramatta LEP (item number: A6 

‘Kishnaghur Archaeological Site’). The site has research potential, as Kishnaghur was a notable house 

built by Captain Thomas Baylis in the 1830s, and remnants of the house may still exist within Acacia 

Park. 

An Historical Archaeological Assessment (HAA) has been prepared by ELA (2020) in conjunction with this 

report.  
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Figure 4: AHIMS registered sites within the overall search area which is 11 km x 9 km 
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Figure 5: AHIMS sites within and in close proximity to the study areas 
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3.2.3 Previous archaeological investigations 

Attenbrow, V., 1991. Port Jackson Archaeological Project: A Study of the prehistory of the Port Jackson 

catchment, New South Wales. Stage 1 – site recording and site assessment. 

The Port Jackson Archaeological Project was undertaken in the early 1990s, with the aim of relocating 

and more fully recording middens and archaeological deposits within Port Jackson. Two of the case study 

areas were the Upper Parramatta River and Duck Creek, both of which are located to the west of the 

current study areas. The Parramatta River was classed as a freshwater environment and Duck Creek was 

classed as freshwater/estuarine. Within each of these case study areas three archaeological deposits 

were identified and studied.  

No middens were located as part of the assessment. It was noted that the intense industrial activity 

along the Parramatta River would have impacted the surviving archaeological deposits. 

Dominic Steele Consulting Archaeologists, 2003. Silverwater Correctional Complex Aboriginal Heritage 

Assessment Report. 

Dominic Steele Consulting Archaeologists (DSCA) conducted an Aboriginal Heritage Assessment Report 

to inform an update to the Silverwater Correctional Complex Conservation Management Plan, located 

approximately 3.4 km south of Sturt Park. This report included information regarding the Aboriginal 

occupation of the region, but stated that there was no potential for unregistered Aboriginal sites within 

the Correctional Complex due to the extensive disturbance resulting from prolonged use and 

modification of the landscape within the study area and localised reclamation along the northern 

foreshore. This report concluded that no further assessment was required for Aboriginal heritage within 

the Prison Complex. 

Artefact Heritage, 2014. ‘RIVERSIDE’ Parramatta Development Project – 12-14 Phillip Street and 333-339 

Church Street, Parramatta. Prepared for PCC DevCo1. 

Artefact Heritage (AH) was previously commissioned by PCC DevCo1 Pty Ltd to prepare an Aboriginal 

Archaeological Assessment for the proposed development of Lot 1 & 2, DP791693, Lot 3 DP825045 and 

Lot A DP333263 (located approximately 4 km west of Sturt Park) for residential and commercial 

purposes. The proposed development was located predominantly along the banks of the Parramatta 

River to the north and west, Church Street to the east and Phillip Street to the south. 

Although the AH study area and adjacent areas had been wholly developed, with the study area 

occupied by a car park and two storey building at the time of the assessment, the study area was located 

in an area mapped as possessing high Aboriginal archaeological sensitivity on the Parramatta DCP. The 

site is adjacent to the Parramatta River and the majority of the site is situated atop the Parramatta Sand 

Sheet, which is considered highly sensitive for Aboriginal archaeology. Overall, the AH study identified 

that moderate levels of ground disturbance had been inflicted within the study area as a result of 

previous development and erosion from major flooding events, particularly in areas located near to the 

Parramatta River. AH’s study concluded that portions of the study area located adjacent to the 

Parramatta River possessed low archaeological potential, while the remainder of the study area 

possessed high potential for subsurface artefacts due to the underlying sand sheet. It was recommended 

that further assessment in the form of excavation and Aboriginal community consultation be undertaken 

before development proceeds. 
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Urbis 2017, Telopea Masterplan. Prepared for NSW Land and Housing Corporation 

Urbis undertook a site survey of both Sturt an Acacia parks as part of the Telopea Masterplan heritage 

study. Based on GIS mapping, the AHIMS site 45-6-2407 is mapped on Evans Road outside the boundary 

of the park. A visual inspection of the location of the site described in the site card did not locate the 

site with the land appearing to have been previously disturbed and developed. Enquiries were made 

with OEH, who have advised that the site is registered as valid, and no permits for its destruction or 

disturbance have previously been issued. OEH also advised that the recorded GPS location for the site 

may be slightly inaccurate, with the site more likely to be situated within Acacia Park itself, in proximity 

to its northern boundary. AHIMS site 45-6-2569 is located within Sturt Park and in association with Ponds 

Creek. Again, a visual inspection of the registered location of this site did not re-locate Aboriginal 

artefacts. 

Urbis recommended any works must avoid any potential impacts to these sites by maintaining their 

locations without change. Work to the parks would require assessment of these sites. 

Eco Logical Australia, 2019. Cricket NSW Centre of Excellence – Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment. 

Prepared for Cricket NSW. 

Eco Logical Australia (ELA) was commissioned by Cricket NSW (C/- Ethos Urban) to prepare an ACHA for 

the proposed development of the Cricket NSW Centre for Excellence, proposed to be constructed in 

Wilson Park in Silverwater, NSW (approximately 3 km south of Sturt Park). The entirety of the study area 

is listed as being within a “disturbed terrain” soil landscape, according to NSW Soil and Land Information 

System mapping. Further background mapping and research shows that the site was a former gasworks, 

established post 1940. Contaminated soils were dumped at the site in the form of waste liquid tar.  

Site survey by ELA Archaeologists and Heritage Site Officers from the Metropolitan Local Aboriginal Land 

Council (LALC) confirmed the extensive disturbance of the study area. The entirety of Wilson Park has 

been remediated and approximately three-quarters of the site currently consists of sports fields and 

recreation areas built on fill material. Site survey identified nil archaeological potential across the whole 

area. 
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3.3 Landscape assessment 

Both study areas are situated within the Cumberland subregion of the Sydney Basin bioregion. The 

geology, landforms, soils and vegetation typical of this subregion are provided in Table 4 below. 

Table 4: Cumberland subregion overview 

Subregion Cumberland 

Geology Triassic Wianamatta groups shales and sandstones. A down warped block on the coastal side of the 

Lapstone monocline. Intruded by a small number of volcanic vents and partly covered by Tertiary 

river gravels and sands. Quaternary alluvium along the mains streams. 

Landforms Low rolling hills and wide valleys in a rain shadow area below the Blue Mountains. At least three 

terrace levels evident in the gravel splays. Volcanic from low hills in the shale landscapes. Swamps 

and lagoons on the floodplain of the Nepean River 

Soils Red and yellow texture contrast soils on slopes, becoming harsher and sometimes affected by salt in 

tributary valley floors. Pedal uniform red to brown clays on volcanic. Poor uniform stony soils, often 

with texture contrast profiles on older gravels, high quality loams on modern floodplain alluvium. 

Vegetation Grey box, forest red gum, narrow-leaved ironbark woodland with some spotted gum on the shale 

hills. Hard-leaved scribbly gum, rough-barked apple and old man banksia on alluvial sands and 

gravels. Broad-leaved apple, cabbage gum and forest red gum with abundant swamp oak on river 

flats. Tall spike rush, and juncus with Parramatta red gum in lagoons and swamps. 

 

The entirety of the Acacia Park study area is situated within the Glenorie soil landscape (Erosional) while 

the majority of the Sturt Park study area is situated within the Gymea soil landscape (Erosional) with the 

southeast corner of Sturt Park situated in a landscape classified as “disturbed terrain”. 

The Glenorie soil landscape is made up of shallow red podzolic soils occurring on crests, brown podzolic 

soils on upper slopes and yellow to gleyed podzolic soils along drainage lines. Glenorie soils are 

considered to be highly acidic and prone to high levels of erosion. 

The Gymea soil landscape consists of shallow to moderately deep soils that range from yellow earths / 

earthy sands on crests, siliceous sands on edges of benches, yellow podzolic soils on shale lenses and 

siliceous sands along drainage lines. Like the Glenorie soil landscape, soil acidity and erodibility are high, 

reducing the survivability rate or organic materials in the subsurface and reducing retention of 

archaeological deposits with stratigraphic integrity. 

Acacia Park is located on a crest, The Ponds Creek is located 200m south while a second order tributary 

of The Ponds Creek is located within 200m west. Sturt Park is located on a sloping landform and The 

Ponds Creek runs through the southern portion (Figure 6). 

3.4 Aboriginal occupation 

The remains of open camps, middens and art sites have been recorded in the Parramatta area attesting 

to the association with area by Aboriginal people over thousands of years prior to the arrival of the First 

Fleet in 1788. Western Sydney was home to the Dharug clans, the traditional custodians of the land 

around the study area are the Wallamettagul (Walamedagal) clan, though the area borders land of the 

Burramattagal clan of the Darug Nation. 
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The Wallamettagul people lived primarily along the foreshores of the Parramatta River fishing and 

gathering shellfish as well as hunting and collecting plant resources from the hinterland of the area. Due 

to their resource rich environment Aboriginal people had no need to travel far from their lands and trade 

with other tribal groups was well established. The arrival of foreign settlers in 1788 had a dramatic 

impact on all of the Sydney Aboriginal clans. Food resources were quickly diminished by the colonisers, 

who had little understanding of the local environment. In addition, the introduction of diseases from 

Europe and Asia, most notably smallpox, destroyed over half of the native population in the Sydney 

basin within a few years of settlement. The clearing of land for settlements and farms displaced local 

tribes and reduced the availability of natural food resources, leaving Aboriginal people reliant on 

imported food and clothing. The French surgeon and pharmacist Rene Primavere Lesson, who visited 

Sydney in 1824, wrote: "the tribes today are reduced to fragments scattered all around Port Jackson, on 

the land where their ancestors lived and which they do not wish to leave" (Aboriginal Heritage Office, 

2011). 

3.5 Predictive model 

Based on the material evidence and range of archaeological sites across the region, it is clear that 

Aboriginal people have been utilising the land and resources within the Cumberland Plain for thousands 

of years. The predictive model outlined in Table 5 below has been developed for the study area based 

on the AHIMS search results, landscape assessment and regional and local Aboriginal archaeological 

context outlined above. 

Table 5: Predictive model 

Site Type Description Likelihood to occur 

Open camp 

sites/stone 

artefact 

scatters/isolated 

finds 

Open camp sites represent past Aboriginal subsistence and stone 

knapping activities and include archaeological remains such as 

stone artefacts and hearths. This site type usually appears as 

surface scatters of stone artefacts in areas where vegetation is 

limited and ground surface visibility increases. 

Isolated finds may represent a single item discard event or be the 

result of limited stone knapping activity. The presence of such 

isolated artefacts may indicate the presence of a more extensive, 

in situ buried archaeological deposit, or a larger deposit obscured 

by low ground visibility.  

Low – Despite the presence of 

two registered Aboriginal sites 

within the study areas, extensive 

ground disturbance and 

development within both parks 

makes it unlikely for this site type 

to occur. 

Potential 

Archaeological 

Deposit 

Potential Archaeological Deposits (or PADs) are areas where there 

is no surface expression of stone artefacts, but due to a landscape 

feature there is a strong likelihood that the area will contain 

buried deposits of stone artefacts.  

Low - Despite the presence of two 

registered Aboriginal sites within 

the study areas, extensive ground 

disturbance and development 

within both parks makes it 

unlikely for this site type to occur. 

Scarred or carved 

trees 

Tree bark was utilised by Aboriginal people for various purposes, 

including the construction of shelters (huts), canoes, paddles, 

shields, baskets and bowls, fishing lines, cloaks, torches and 

bedding, as well as being beaten into fibre for string bags or 

ornaments (sources cited in Attenbrow 2002: 113). Trees may also 

have been scarred in order to gain access to food resources (e.g. 

cutting toeholds so as to climb the tree and catch possums or 

birds), or to mark locations such as tribal territories.  Such scars, 

when they occur, are typically described as scarred trees. 

Low – Both study areas have been 

cleared of mature growth 

vegetation, making it unlikely for 

this site type to occur. 
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Figure 6: Soil landscapes and hydrology of the study area 
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3.6 Visual inspection 

A visual inspection of the study area was undertaken by ELA Archaeologist Jennifer Norfolk on 12 June 

2020. Visual inspection aimed to identify Aboriginal objects if present and assess the archaeological 

potential of the study area. 

 ACACIA PARK 

The study area is located on a crest landform surrounded by residential buildings and roads dating from 

the 1950s. The landform slopes down toward the south and west.  A children’s playground is located in 

the north east corner and several seats are scattered around the perimeter. A footpath runs east to west 

on the northern side, with a bus shelter located halfway. Scattered native and exotic trees are 

concentrated at the corners of the park and minor landscaping has been carried out at the southern 

end.  

The original vegetation has been cleared from previous continuous land use, dating as early as 1791, 

and replaced with introduced grass and non-native shrubs. The trees are not old growth  and are the 

result of plantings associated with Kishnaghur or more recent landscaping. 

Visibility across the park was low, the majority of the surface is covered in well-manicured grass, 

localised ground exposures around the trees and near the roads showed heavily disturbed soils. A thin 

layer of loam was visible overlying an orange clay loam base with shale pieces and quartz gravels as well 

as introduced material. 

As detailed in the site card, the area at the corner of Lord Avenue and Evans Road was investigated for 

artefacts, none were located and there was no visible evidence of shell, bone or charcoal. All exposed 

ground in this location was examined for evidence of AHIMS site ‘Acacia Park’ (AHIMS ID 45-6-2407). 

The area is heavily disturbed from previous land use, vegetation clearance, construction and excavation 

work for the adjacent roads and footpath. The surface was covered in shale gravels and blue stone 

gravel, it is possible the silcrete artefacts were mis-diagnosed or imported. This site is listed as ‘valid’, 

however, there is little potential for archaeological deposits to be located at this site. 

 

Figure 7: View west across likely AHIMS site ‘Acacia Park 
(AHIMS 45-6-2407) 

 

Figure 8: Soil exposure at the possible location of AHIMS 
45-6-2407, visible shale, gravel and introduced materials 
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Figure 9: View south along west boundary of park showing 
slope, trees and ground visibility. 

 

Figure 10: View north along the middle of the park, showing 
the crest is well grassed and the play equipment is located 
in the north east corner. 

 

Figure 11: View north west at the south boundary of the 
study area, showing road, slope, seating and residential 
housing. 

 

Figure 12: View east along southern boundary of study area 
showing trees and grass cover. 

 

STURT PARK 

The study area is located on a sloping landform running north to south towards The Ponds Creek in the 

south. The park has an amenities block, a concrete skate park which has been excavated into the site, a 

children’s playground with soft fall surface, bitumen basketball courts and picnic shelters. The 

boundaries of the park include residential properties, roads and a children’s day-care centre. Below 

ground services including electricity and water are also present. 

The park is located on part of Robert Green’s 100-acre land grant of 1838 known as Rock Farm. In 1887, 

most of the farmland was auctioned off as large ‘villa’ sites of five to nine acres and in 1900 properties 

were further subdivided. It is likely that none of the original vegetation has survived as much of the land 

was under cultivation prior to subdivision. There are several mature trees along the creek line, and these 

may be planted, regrowth or remnants of vegetation associated with Rock Farm. The remaining park 

has been landscaped with introduced grasses, shrubs and native trees. The creek line is bordered by 

she-oaks and smaller shrubbery.  
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Visibility across the study area was low, the majority of the surfaced is covered in well-manicured grass, 

and the remainder in concrete surfaces including paths, a skate bowl, courts and amenities. There were 

several ground exposures around the play equipment and around the base of trees. Sandstone 

outcropping is visible above the creek line and the bedrock is exposed adjacent to the creek line. The 

northern boundary of the study area showed disturbed soils and exposed sandstone, mixed shale gravels 

and clays. The exposures along the creek line shows thick alluvial deposits that are strewn with modern 

rubbish through the entire profile.  

The creek line appears to have been heavily modified, a weir and large sandstone blocks have been 

installed to shore up the creek banks and direct the flow of water. 

AHIMS site ‘Sturt Street’ (AHIMS ID 45-6-24569) located in the south of the study area, on the north 

bank of The Ponds Creek, was investigated for artefacts, none were located. The surface was covered in 

grass and although it is possible the silcrete artefacts were located at the site due to the proximity of 

the creek, the study area is heavily disturbed from previous farming practises, land clearance, 

recreational purposes and creek flooding and erosion. Due to the highly disturbed nature of the site it 

is unlikely the artefacts are in situ deposits. There is little potential for archaeological deposits to be 

located in the study area. 

Stabilisation and formalisation of the creek embankment to some sections of Ponds Creek, Sturt Park 

will include regrading and compaction works to form a tiered drainage channel. Soils will be covered 

with jute mesh anchored with 400mm ‘j’ pins and sandstone blocks laid over the mesh. Native tubestock 

plantings will be introduced between stones.   

 

Figure 13 Stabilisation and formalisation of the creek embankment to some sections of Ponds Creek, Sturt Park (City of 

Parramatta Council) 
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Figure 14: View north along eastern boundary of park 
showing slope, visible soils and concrete bike track. 

 

Figure 15: View west across AHIMS ID 45-6-2569, showing 
slope and dense grass cover. 

 

Figure 16: View west above the creek line showing 
sandstone outcropping and grass cover. 

 

Figure 17: View east showing mature trees, gravel path and 
vegetation. 

 

Figure 18: View west along north boundary of study area 
showing courts and excavated slope. 

 

Figure 19: View west from eastern boundary showing 
paths, BBQ facilities and toilets. 
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4. Statutory requirements 

Aboriginal objects and places in New South Wales are afforded protection under the NPW Act 

irrespective of whether they are registered on AHIMS. Strict penalties apply for engaging in activities 

that inflict harm to an Aboriginal cultural heritage site or object without consent for activities under the 

NPW Act. Under Part 6 of the NPW Act, consent or authorisation for harmful activities may be given 

under an AHIP. Should harm be inflicted upon an Aboriginal site or object, there are five defences: 

• The harm was authorised under an AHIP; 

• The proponent exercised due diligence prior to causing the harm and is able to demonstrate 

this; 

• The harm was caused during activities that complied with a code of practice as described in Part 

6A of the National Parks and Wildlife Regulation 2009 (New South Wales). For example, 

undertaking archaeological test excavations in accordance with the Code of Practice for 

Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales (DECCW 2010b); 

• The harm was caused as part of a low-impact activity or omission under the regulation, and the 

proponent was not aware of the presence of Aboriginal cultural material; or 

• The harm caused during activities that are exempted under Section 87A of the NPW Act. For 

example, emergency firefighting or bushfire hazard reduction work, as defined by the Rural Fires 

Act 1997 (New South Wales). 

 

To assess the requirement of an AHIP, Heritage NSW necessitates that an ACHA is prepared in 

accordance with the Guide to Investigating, Assessing, and Reporting on Aboriginal Cultural Heritage in 

New South Wales (OEH 2011) and the Due Diligence Code of Practice for the Protection of Aboriginal 

Objects in New South Wales (DECCW 2010a). These two guides establish a set of guidelines to aid land 

users in being aware of how their activities could damage Aboriginal cultural heritage sites and 

archaeologists in the requirements that must be followed during the investigation of Aboriginal cultural 

heritage sites. If an AHIP is required, Heritage NSW necessitates that it is further supported by a copy of 

the approval for the development or infrastructure issued under Part 4 or Part 5 of the EP&A Act.   
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5. Conclusions 

The purpose of the Aboriginal heritage due diligence is to identify if there are registered Aboriginal sites 

and/or sensitive landforms which may indicate the presence of Aboriginal sites and may therefore 

require further assessment and approval under Part 6 of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974.   

ELA has undertaken an extenstive search of the Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System 

(AHIMS) maintained by the Department of Planning, Industry & Environment (DPIE). The results 

identified two AHIMS sites are located within the study areas, AHIMS ID 45-6-2407 is located in the north 

east corner of Acacia Park and AHIMS ID 45-6-2569 is located on the north bank of The Ponds Creek in 

the south of Sturt Park. 

The AHIMS data has been mapped over on the preliminary development area (Figure 5) showing both 

sites to be within the 5m buffer of the proposed park upgrades.  

The desktop assessment and review of available background reports identified both study areas to be 

located on sensitive landforms. Acacia Park is located on a crest, within 200m of water and Sturt Park is 

also located within 200m of water.  

A site inspection undertaken by ELA archaeologist Jennifer Norfolk on 12 June 2020 identified that both 

study areas had low ground visibility due to grass cover and recreational amenities. Both study areas 

have been heavily disturbed through past vegetation clearance, land use and construction of the park 

and its facilities. There is low archaeological sensitivity in both study areas. AHIMS ID 45-6-2407 and 

AHIMS ID 45-6-2569 were both inspected, no Aboriginal objects were located at the AHIMS sites or 

within the study areas. 

DPIE have also advised that the recorded GPS locations for sites registered in the 1990s without the use 

of GPS may be slightly inaccurate. Despite this, sites must be treated as valid and avoided by creating a 

protective buffer around the sites. If avoidance is not possible, further assessments and permits may be 

required (Urbis 2017).  

5.1 Recommendations 

Based on the findings of this due diligence and the requirements of the NP&W Act the following is 

recommended. 

• No further archaeological investigations or assessments are required for Acacia Park and Sturt 

Park. It is unlikely Aboriginal objects or Archaeological deposits will be impacted by the proposed 

works, however the location of the registered sites should be avoided.  

• A 2m exclusion buffer should be placed around each AHIMS location (as recorded on the site 

card), appropriately fenced and not impacted by the proposal.  

• If the proposal will impact on the location of the AHIMS sites an ACHA and an AHIP application 

will be required or the design of the proposal should be modified to avoid impacting the site. 
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Recommendation - General measures 

Aboriginal objects are protected under the NPW Act regardless if they are registered on AHIMS or not.  

If suspected Aboriginal objects, such as stone artefacts are located during future works, works must 

cease in the affected area and an archaeologist called in to assess the finds.  If the finds are found to be 

Aboriginal objects, Heritage NSW must be notified under section 89A of the NPW Act.  Appropriate 

management and avoidance or approval under a section 90 AHIP should then be sought if Aboriginal 

objects are to be moved or harmed. 

In the extremely unlikely event that human remains are found, works should immediately cease, and 

the NSW Police should be contacted.  If the remains are suspected to be Aboriginal, Heritage NSW may 

also be contacted at this time to assist in determining appropriate management. 
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Appendix A AHIMS Search Results 
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